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| In His Excellency the Spaniſh Ambaſſa- 
dor's Chapel : On:the Third Sandy of. 
Advent, Dongle 3 T2 O08 


a. 


Tu quis es > = 
Who art thou ? John t. V. 19. 


HE t Saint Aoguſtin.was of Opi - 
Mare tk that =: had: his toll. 
| ment beſt placed , who leſs eſteem- 
1 ..- ing the Science of all things. elle, 
| Aid make-ix his chiefeſt ſtudy ly .to 
* know himſelf: And that 'a Sou was to be 
|. condemned; who without making an inqur 
 ftion into her own infirmities, | trifle a= 
| way her time in learning the rd and lefs 
| nut eonge of the Stars; and ftill remained 
AS: 1gnorant 


LY a by 
7 "7 Y —— 
- ———  . .  ___—_—_— Or 


(2) 


of the true way to Heaven: Grant 


and allow to worldly know: the beſt and 
err fill this 


eateſt advantages imag 
unavoidable miſery attends ws rancher of it, 
life-doth/laft no I61 
acquired With the 


4 | OS > and 
pains, meaſuring qut the ſvinel of Man's 


breath only, remains no more, or is to be 


found after Death. :- 
_ The devout Saint bond writ ring Pop to \Pope 
te 
06pm daup- 


= \Read over 


Saf rachpiy: 


and ere y underſtand all the Scriptures ; 


ure the Heavens from Eaſt tro Welt ; ſpan 


= whole circumference of the Earth ; Gund 


and fathom the briny deep ; ; ang be read in 


the ſcience of Noſce teipſum Ignorant, 7# 
quis es,,and you'tl reſunble.a-dary, wha huild- 


.1ng upon a Quicksſand , expoſes his Foun- 


dation ta ecrtain- rune: fo #hes any he hath 


dow, who - hiwſelf,,i and 
wa the ——_ hs thi pe of 


t:toiturn to-hisown prejudice : A re 

oo ine incep 14}: conſtaerabio;Þ1 it PWIGNs Fa My 

{pros 2% ultimns.;' now 65 [ations þ thi 
Theſe are-the: words of St. Bengal, 

"' Thontneculoun hind of &. "Jahba the s 
iſt, to whom the Jews do ſend a foleman Bar 
badly i is this Gys ——— the bakeck 3 ang 

auſterity 
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2uſterity of his life, his romeatin 


© Of BAUBS fn. | 


8 Wprotnh our imploys never fo 


"__ 


his divine preathi tag yore on 
is 

Ny doake Phi babe the Mdfias to long 
expel: and therefore ſending their.Prisfts 


| ahd Levites denand of tim, Twquizes?: \Who John 1.19. 


thou? And this great Saint, great inithe ad- 
iieable Nibnos of Noſce \teipſum, waving, all 


| the Titks'of Honour due to his Chats 


ives a fledder account of himſelf, abd.(faich 


 Shlytthis lis is@ voice, vox c/emantis ix; defer- John 1.23; 
to: mating by this -anſiwer of tiis,'That 


x he did Hy underſtand all the! weakneſs 
Shd- '\jncidenr: ro Humane. pm 
Ahd rginoepentorang in this World: 


of our Lives:and Rdrvinnes tne. ne- 


| -ver fb Illeftrious, _ arec{till fo inconfidera- 
bk, that wanting wdbyd Wink, pals like a 
| Goics that Mga ted: ind. Iris this 


geo took ie tees, ithat would 
this pious r-bon ral of thegrear 


| Precurſor of -gur Saviows7 Fame e predepts:of 


which Science I ſhall here deliver unto theni, 


aſter havin -invocated the Aſliftane&&f the 
za. oder the intercefliog'aficht 
moſt knowing 


le1n this School; the ever 


Metal Virgo Moy I-mean,.: who. Riled her 
| ES ae > ny gs rac 


Foil od! Ei wg - : 5413 
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Tr-k$200 true +that-Man doth know every | 
thing better, and himſelf leſs than all things ; 

- whereas'did te know himſelf well, -he- would 


_ know: — elſe:to perfeQtion.. Quid ef 


fe .quamrtatius mupds natyram noſſe, 
re bt chem: tins 10 his Bibliothecs' ; Man in naſe 
ing himſelf, would: know tlie Nature of all the 
World; ard diving into the Eternal Secrets, be | 
would there be informed of all the; Divine De; 
eres framed. by the. Almighty, fari the the 509d 
of | tHe, Univerſe z;-he would there learn. tha 
wheir God:did build: that wondeghoh: Srrutturg 
above'4is,:adornifh | ith { 
many glorious Lights 3: | "I 
—_— fromthe brackiſh rpg inhabt> 
aath"Beaſts and. Birds, Checquered. and 
EnamePd: with/'Flowers and Woods; when 
he:hiadecthat admirable [mixture of the Four 
Elrmiexts, and {6 aiutually Incorporated tl 
wwittr-dne anqther; he, would...learn, that all | 
the2Produdtions —_ he thea Created were | 
all - pr ard Man heodelignrd falely for | 
-iijTheSaints;' whahave been, Educated ng this 
Sclibol cahd- there commenced-Maſters, have 
left behinid a certaih aid! clear method, tor the 
Acxjuilition of this Science, . ' Conſider, rs | 
- theDevour Saifht Bernard, froq:; whence you 
came, and the contetplation-of that vile I | 
_ Nothing, out of which you-did firſt 


rive your Origine, will be oh ſubject of 
"your 


ot oat, Ao. ont. ed door, Ch oo dit, A i att a7 ES. $8 + A. {nn weed. ATE. od... 


T ( 5 J 
your Shame and Confuſion : a your pre- 
ſent State, and ET of Baniſhment, with 
the 'dangerous diſaſters that furround you, - 
will Adminiſter unto you matter of Lamenta- 
* tion;; Call to mind the Journey youare to take, 
furvey the Tomb where you are to be ſerved 
up meat for the Worms : Or, :takea ftep fur- 
ther, and at or oe pPoTy where 
Four poor Soul ( whic id ) may be 
| the eternal ſubject of Tormenting Flames. 
Orif.you had rather arrive to this ſcienttfical 
 andmoſt beneficial Knowledge, by examin- 
1ng the ſeveral Stations of yourown Life, the 
Pait, the Preſent, and FA time to Come, 
 qmake ſome ſerious reflettions on the vain and 
unprofitable uſe, and the inconfiderable advan- 
rages you have made of the timepaſt : Conſider 
| how great a circumfpe&ion is requilite for the 
time preſent, and what Proviſians yau ought 
| ;to make for the time to come : "Fhe Profit we 
| have already reap'd in timepaſt is 1o little, 
- that it ſeems never to have been ; we. muſt 
* becautious in the time preſent, which imper- 
ceptibly-doth paſs away ;. and a prudent fore- 
.,.calt for the future requires an ample ;provi- 
| -fion : Theſe three:conliderations fhall be the 
* 'three points ;of our prefent entertainment ; 
- the Qeconomy. of this Day's Diſcourte, and 
-the Subjet of your pious and favourable atten- 


t10n. 
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F*HE greateſt Misfortune' that can be» 
- | © fall poor Man, 3s to kt his Days and 
Years unprofitably paſs away, reſembling 
little Children, who unhappily - die before 
they are fit to taſte the Sweets of Life : The 
molt numerous part of Mortals are deprived 


of vital Breath, before they attain the know- 


ledge of living well ; .and notwithſtanding 


they have meaſured over a long ſeries of ma- 
ny Years, 'yet they are ignorant why, and'to 
'what end they have ſo long enjoyed this come - 


mon Air. Holy Job doth ſuggeſt theſe my 
Thoughts,  Fuiſſem quaſi non eſſem de utero _ 
tranſlatus ad tumulum :* From the Cradle we , 


'are carried to the Tomb, and are hurried out 


the World, before we could well know the 


"reaſon that firſt placed us in it 3 and forget- 


ing all paſt -Tranſattizons, we live tepidly ; 
and without reforming the” irregular courſe 


. of our Life, may die full of Years, but Young 


1n vertue. a\4 13 ] 
What is once paſt can never be recall'd, it 
is as if 1t never had been ; 'nor can God him-. 
ſelf, make that Day return, whoſe ſucceed- 
ing Night hath once Eclips'd his Luſtre; recal 
to mind all your-paſt Pleaſures, your: Joys and 


- Divertiſements, 'the Innocent Sweets you for- 


merly taſted with fo great a guſt; and the 


: whole remain lies lock'd up in your Memory, 


with- 


Us M've 


4 WW 2 EW jZ hin ws | {| Ot 


wirhout any-fign or. mark elſe where. The 
Life of Man 1s like a Dream, and when a- 
waked by Death, he is conyinced that the 
whole courſe of his Time hath been only Fan- 


cy and IlluGon ; finding both his Hands .em- 2. 75. 


pty after his ſuppoſed large poſſeſſions. - - Dor- 
mierunt ſomnum ſuum, & nil invenernzt virs 
divitiarum in manibus ſuis. And can ſuch 
imaginary Smoak make us loſe the thoughts 
of: Heaven, flight the .menaces of our God, 
and difpiſe his Friendſhip ? Can we for the 
love of ſuch, Trifles run the certain hazard of 
eternal Torments ? Quid nobis profuit, lay 
thoſe. unhappy Souls now arrived to their 
laſt and difinal home, Quid nobis profuit ſuper- 
hia, aut divitiarum jattantia quid nobis - con« 
tulit ? free omnia illa tanquam umbra : 
'Theend of all our Pride, the rich and .gaudy 
remains of all our Wealth, is an immortal 


. regret for having fooled away : our Hearts 


on ſuch airy Vanities. That Man whom 
to Day you ſee interred , hath all his Plea- 
ſures, with the empty titles of . his Ho- 
nour, ' wrapt up in a Faneral Shrowd ; and a 
Winding-ſheet will be the only portion ſhall 
fall to your lot of all thoſe ample Poſſeſſions 
you. now enjoy with ſo much Paſſion. 
Notwithſtanding, what is paſt can never 
be recalled, and is in effeCt as if it never had 
been ; yet once it had a Being, and ſuch a one 
as all the Powers under Heaven can never 
etT.” Ss deface, 
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deface, or take away.. Saint Beraerd hath well 
exprefled this in bis FirſkBook of Corfidera. and: 


1 2.Chap. Que priora tranſierust & non tranſie- 
runt, tranfierunt a manu & n0n tranſierunt 4 men- 


ze. Our paſt aftians leave behind them their e- 


ternal Species in our mind ; nor can the damned - 


in Hell during the long ſpace of a whole Eter- 
nity, deface the Memory of an ation perpe- 
trated in a moment. Quod fattum eft, laith 
the ſame St. Bernard, fattum now eſſe now po- 
teſt, proinde & fs facere in tempore fuit, ſed fe- 
ciſſe in ſempiternum manet : Letathe greateſt 
diſcretion moderate, and be the rule of your 
Life, imitate the Saints themſelves in their per- 


tection, yet all your endeavours may, indeed, ' 


make 


ſatisfaction, but can- never obliterate a 


Crime once committed. 'The greateſt, per- 
haps, amongſt the Pains in Hell, is that Sem- 
piternal remorſe, the perpetual Remembrance 


of a 


paſt Crime foments inthe troubled minds 
of thoſe. afflicted . Souls : And that Worm, 
that eats and. tears their difturbed Breaſts, is 


a Torture above internal . Puniſhments. . 'The 
memory of a Crime guilty of: their Eternal 
Ruine , begets a Grief beyond expreflion , 
and the impoſſibility of a recalling .createsa 
diſpair not to. be decyphered ; but'the ſtrange 
conſequences that follow ſuch light beginnings 
and the Eternity of Torments - which” muſt 
make an everlaſting amends for a momentary 
fault will certainly extorta mofthorrid Rage. 


The 
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E "The Succeſſion of things denote the Beauty 


of - Order ; 'and one thing preceeding' the Q- 
ther doth hinder confuſion. But the mind 
of Man receives and retains innumerable. 
things without: a burden, and rememorating 
things of an ancient ftanding, ſtill reſerves 
the ſpecies newly imprinted. Contemplate 
the Collection of all your paſt AQtions, and 
ſee what a ſtore of Iniquittes youthave there 
laid up - Turn over the: great Wardrobe of 
your paſt Crimes, and you will find it filfd 
with. Lumber, with ſcarce any moveables 
worth regarding. Should God communicate 
unto you the perfect knowledge of one ſingle 
Sin : Should he let you ſee that the S—_ 


of it 1s infinite, becauſe committed” again 


a Majeſty that is infinite, the horror 'you 
would conceive would be extream ; and the 
deformity of one Crime, rightly underſtood, 
is able to diſturb a Brain moſt juſtly feated. 
What then ſhall the terror be, to fee all the 


; Vices of our former Days ſtand rank'd in or- 


der, -and all their Uglineſs attending on 
them, repreſented to our view in Shapes moſt 
diſmal? To behold all our ill Thoughts, our 
{mful Defires, our vicious Habits, our :1mmo- 
deſt Diſcourſes, our unjuſt Dealings,” our De- 
ceits and Lyings, our Pride and Vanity, all 
our Diftrattions and Irrevyerences in the pre- 
ſence of our God, the Good we have neg- 


lected, and the Il we have done, with a 


thou- 


23 thouſand other things, which will then'di- | 
E* ſtioQtly ſhew themſelves in their - moſt  de- 
formed dreſs? How great will then. your ters | in 


Job 15.14. FOC-be, your aſtoniſhment and confuſion ?'Ter» | ww 
rebit eum tribulatio; by how,much the more | 77, 
ſatisfaction you did receive in the perpetrati- | 
on, by ſo much greater ſhall-be your pain, |' ha 
and the diſtaſte you thence derive, equali- 
zing the pleaſure you formerly had, ſhall | a 
_—_— our Grief, and Torment as* much | jn 
as heretofore they pleaſed you. 3s Þ { 

This Landskip of your paſt Life expoſed | y 
to view, whilſt the Eyes of. your Soul con- | qg 
template the vanity of your conduQt make ſome | « 

Ram.6.21 reflections on the words ot St. Paul, Quem 
ergo frudtum habuiſtis tunc in illis, in quibus | | 
nuns erubeſcitis ? nam” finis illorum mors et, | © 
What Fruit, therefore, | had you then in thoſe | 7 

a 
t 


__ 


T for which now you are aſhamed ? 
for the end of them is Death. If you cannot 
think on paſt Crimes, - faith St. John Chryſoft. 
without confuſion, your ftock of Impudence 
muſt needs have been large, when you did 
commit them ; and tho then your Paſſion did 
pervert your Judgment, and Pleaſure, or 
Complaiſance did induce you to pleaſe your 
Senſe, or Man before your God ; | yet the con- | 
ſtruction you afterwards ſhall frame, will cer- 
tainly be oppoſite to your firſt Opinion, when + 
you {hall find that Griefand Confuſion will be 
the only remnant of all your Poſſeſſions. 

te. Refle&t 


ve changing countenance, his Paſſion be- 
ing once -fatisfed, did hate his Siſter Tha- 


- mar, more than eyer he had affeQtion for her, 
| Jta ut: majus efſet odium quo oderat eam, & ox. 111 
| more quo ante dilexerat, Our firſt Parents 
| had no ſooner committed that Sin, the guilt 


of which they left as a Patrimony -.to 


all their Children 5 but their Eyes fy; 
; 4ng, they did diſcover their own Mulery, ' 


and fled each others ſight. - You wha lead a 
vitious Life, and whoſe ſinful Converſation 


, doth grow.into a Habit, T fear you, are not 


truly ſenſible of that diſpleaſure whichalways 
ſprings from Vice ; nor do you foreſee thoſe 
Evils, the Seeds of which you have already 
Sowed, and even now. begin to Bloſſom. 
[Fhus you ſee the income of your paſt Attions, 
and the Harveſt you are to Reap of all your 


time ill ſpent, is confuſion here or worſe here- 


after : For all your Sins muſt here meet with a 
Pennance equal to your Life, or a Puniſhment 
as long as Eternity, Follow therefore the ad- 
.viceof the Philoſopher, ox tanti emo penitere, 
this Repentance is of too high a price for me to 
purchaſe. And ſince the Fruits of your paſt La- 
bours have been but inconſiderable, be circum- 

eCt and cautious, and retrieve your loſs with a 
prudent diſtribution of the time preſent, which 
15s my ſecond Point. * 


Part 
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E extent of Man's Dominion'is "i9- 
8 conſiderable and ſhort; and of all thoſe 
Days thar- compoſe his Life,” only - the time | 
preſent is in his Power ;. the paſt is now 16 
more, and the future is yet to come ; fo that | 
he is/'mafter only-of the time which now 15, 
and that too'is carried on fuch ſwift Wings | 
as out-run his Thoughts, and leaving no 
' pace: for Conſideration, out-ſtrip fancy it | 
felf : © the Flaſhes of Lightning that pierce - 
the Clonds : an Arrow that cleaves the Air; | 
a Ship which with wonderful fwiftneſs Plows 
the faſt Waves, and driven by an impetu- 
ous Gale doth till the deep : the Stars them- 
flves who with their rapid courſe do run 
through {ſpaces immenſe in an inſtant, are 
only - 7 expreſſions of that prodigious 
fwiftneſs, wherewnth the 'time 'iprefent doth 
fly away : it is/an mmſtant imperceptible, im- 
poſſible tobecut in-two: it isa Now, which 
35'now no more, -no ſooner here but-preſently 
gone, and dividing it ſelf between the : - 
andthe furure, reſerves-only a point to fo 
ki pins wgrny . ed, and yet this 
mglke point is the 'only t at our com 
mand ; andour Orders ro_ -no _— 
we can only diſpoſe of this: nnpercepti 
New ; and the deciſion of our "05. blifs or 


pan 
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| (13) 

pain doth really depend .on this ſo momen- 
"'raty a durance, ex hoc momento pendet . ater- 

mitas. | | 

« Methiriks I ſee the King in the Goſpel dis 
viding his Wealth cmocgd his Servants, and 
reading a LeAure'of Negotiation'unto them, 

wotiamini dium venio , improve theſe Ta- Luk.19.13 
 Jents T now leave with you,” and your gain 
' may* eaſily double the Principal ; make 
a” provident uſe of your preſent time, and 

your increaſe may reach the- infinite : but | be 

Jare not to let this occaſion imprudently - 
| paſs, for amplius non erit 'tempus. It is bald Apocio's 
behind ; andonce let ſlip, will probably never 

offer it ſelf again : poſt eft occafio calvua. Ttris' 

a Folly next to madneſs, founding your 
ſelves upon deceitful hopes to delay your Pen+ 

mince to an imaginary Hereafter, and to put 

off: the important affairs of an eternal con- 

cern, to a time which ſhall, perhaps, never 

be. How many poor Souls are there now 

frying in Hell Flames, becauſe after once 

they had unhappily Sinned againſt their God , 

they wilfully {lighted the offered occaſion of 

one favourable inſtant, alloted them by Mer- 
. cy for a reconciliation. | 

- Oh! How the favours of our God are great, 

who prolonging our Lives doth follicit our 

hard Hearts by his divine Inſpirations, , to- 
* make good uſe of-our preſent time, and con- 
- Einuing us in 2 I of_ the Land - 
xo | tne 
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the Living, the way to eternal bli, - dotfs 


1 Cor. I1. 
2% 


afford us means neceſſary 'to redreſs the dil- 
orders of our ill regulated Conſciences, and 
lay up the ſtore requiſite for Heaven : 'ex hoc 
momento pendit aternitas. \"T 

| Whatever we have been heretofore, or 
whatſoever we are like to be hereafter, doth 
not fall under thy conſideration of our God : 
He will forget our paſt. Crimes, which a true 
Repentance hath caſhier'd:: He doth not con- 
ſider what we may-errive to be, but as he 
doth aQually find us, ſo he frames his Judg- 
ment. Pals therefore a general review, and 
take a full cognizance of all your Spiritual 
concerns, and learn from thence what reaſon 
you have to hope or fear: See how you ſtand 
with your Obligations, and what eſteem 
you have had of works of Council and Super- 
Errogation. 

- Conſult your Conſcience and pronounce 


Sentence againſt your ſelf, it is the only way 


to avoid the ſeverity of the Divine »De- 
crees ; probet autem ſeipſum homo, ee if any- 
mortal Sin lieth yet knowingly concealed ; 
whether Envy or Hatred, or any impure 
Deſires lie covered in your Breaſt; if in 
frequenting the. Sacraments you have not 
committed ſome Sacrilege , and prophanely 
abuſed to your own Damnation, thoſe things 
which were inſtituted. a means to purchaſe 
Heaven ; if your affkCtions lean not ber 
| muc 
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much tothe Creature, and, - difpifing your - 
God, pay the Tribute of your Adoration toan 


* - unworthy objea, 


If this review convince you faulty, if this 
Scrutiny diſcover defes in you, baniſh 
all delays, and let this preſent ſeaſon be' the 
Feripus moment of, your Reformation - The 
obſtacles you do now meet with, hereafter 
will wax but ſtronger ; and the now offered 
Graces will be leſs frequent, and not ſo effica- 
cious ; your vitious Habits will grow into a 


"ſecond Nature; and Sin it ſelf taking hold 


more firmly, will very hardly be rooted out. 


Modo, modo, & illud modo non habebat mo- St. Aug. 
- dum, ſaid heretofore a great Sinner , tho? 


now a great and glorious Saint ; By and by, 
preſently, and yet this by and y id ſee the 
Loath of many days expire, ( 1o hard it is, 

ſeriouſly, to go about the work of a true Con- - 
verſion :) what you now do; Qui hodie 
non et, cras minus apts erit. For hereafter 
you will not be. able, at leaſt not more will- 


ang; You will want time ; or if you have 


that, you may be deſtitute of Grace ; if Grace 
preſent it ſelf, your Will accuſtomed alrea- 
dy to fefuſe ,, will then 'not know how to 
comply. Hell is full of Spirits, who preſum- 
ing on the Metcies of the Almighty gy let 
ſlip the bleſſed time of their "Converſion 3 
and oegſeOing what was in their power, 
grounded their Repentance upon the contin- 
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_lock'd up. 


Job 29. 2. 


:Þ#s,. . Now they:It have. leiſure. to Lament 
and Weep their fill, Heaven's Gate is ſhut, 
add. the Treaſures of divine- Mercies ate all 
- - Examine. the preſent State of your- Soul, 
and look into. your former Life, and. ſ&& 
what progreſs you have made: I fear 'you 
will -have, we to {ay with - Holy Job, 
Quis 'mihi det 'ut ſim juxta menſes priftinos': 
would to God the Comportment of -my 


_ farmer Years . were now. diſcernable -in 


Agg.1.2.- 


- . > 
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my Behaviour ; .or that my Carriage. at this 
Age,. were ſuitable to the' Madeſty of -my 
'Youth. S "J8T19 8-020 IN 

That Man who aimes at little, is with” a- 
ny. thing -fatisfied ; and he who will do on- 
ly what he 1s bid, grows Lazy and ealily neg- 
lects his Duty ;' and, notwithſtanding all 
the projets he niay have for the future, -he 
ſtill remains in the ſame condition, without 
any ſign of .a better fortune : He doth truly 
reſemble thoſe Jews, who when. deſired to 


repair the Temple, anſwered, Nondum. ve» 


nit tempus : The. time was- not bog come”; 
So wretched Mans fill put off with, Tt is not 
yet time : as ſoon as I ſhall have. fetled my 
Afairs in the World: as. ſoon. as my Chile 
dern ſhall be diſpoſed off : as-ſfoon as: I ſhall 
purchaſe this Eſtate, that Office, that Im- 
ploy : as ſoon as 1 ſhall have gained _ 
p aw 
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Law Suit : as ſoon-as I ſhall 'be at liberty, 


and free from the Cares and Troubles of the 
World,- I will then begin to think of ſerving 
God, and ſtudy the Advancement of my 


own Soul. | 


But, is es tu? who are you ineonlide- 
rate Creatures, that do thus Capitulate with 


Heaven, and -impoſling' meaſures .on- your 


God, - do-lay your vain and fruitleſs  Pro- 


je&s for Eternity ? Ecce munc tempus accepta- 2 Cor6.2; 
bile: Behold now is the time acceptable: The 
| future as yet 1s not, and, perhaps, will have 


-No Being for. you, but in your own ſenceleſs 
phaney : Nay, ſhould it ever find an exiſt- 
ence, it may be incumbered with more; and 
greater obſtacles than now you meet with. 
When thoſe imaginary deſigns are brought to 
paſs, which now ſo powerfully impede your -: 
progreſs in the way of Vertue, that working 
head of yours ſhall be fit to create new difh- 
Culties 'ten” times more intricate - and - hard; 
Your cares- and folitudes, your more urgent 


'occaſions, if you make a right uſe of them, _ 


will rather further you in the way to.Vertue ; 
and - what you now fallly deem ©a-chin- 
drance, will certainly promote perfeQion. 
All things do affiſt and 'co-operate with the 
Juſt ; ona co-operantur in bonum iis,” qui: 
cundum Ppropoſitum wocati - ſunt ſanthi:=' [anc 
drawing advantages from: all occurrences, 
they . providently do lay up. a plentiful-pravi- - 
AP lion 
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fion for the futurs ; Which is my Third and 
Laft Point. S: Sp 
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PART III. 
; ; | "His future or time to come, beſides that 


it doth hold us in ſuſpence, uncertain.of 
'our end, whether good or bad, giveth us 


- ſhall ever be any time to come for us at all; 


vourable or averſe. h 
The Son of God in the Goſpel, doth com- 
mand: us ſtill to-be upon our guard ; becauſe 
we are wholly ignorant, not only of the hour 
that muſt pnr a Period to our life but even 
of the:day that is to be witneſs to our death ; 
MVatth.25. Oi6ilate quia neſcitis diem neque horam. - And 
' Holy: Writ' doth ſuggeſt unto 'us one fatal 
moment,: which will turn all the delights of 
this world into. bitterneſs . Ez i» pukito deſcen- 
adnnt is infernum.. They whoſe chiefeſt ſtu- 
dy 15a idle indulgence of their own {loth- 
ful eaſe, and who ſenceleſsly content them- 
{elves in the injoyment of vain worldly Plea- 
ſures; do often find themſelves graſped with 
the cold hands of -a ſudden death, when they 
imagined: themſelves moſt fecure; and-in a 
moment they make a moſt ſorrowful change, 
| ing with their darling Earth for the flames 
Jb21.13- of a Hell Fire ; Et in punto deſcendant in — 
mkm. . | 


| 


-moreover reaſon tg queſtion, whether there | 


how it may continue; and if its like tq be fa- | 


| At fools, jabs mad fog fond fade ions wap fo. fot oO 
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Allthe moments of our life are ſubje& torhe 


.deciive ſtroke of Death, and every hour may 


ſend us a ANGEOEE meſſenger to Eternity : 
And asin time paſt every moment might have 


* been our laſt, {o in this time to come every 
' particle may "be the fad beginning of our mu- 


ruth Wherefore be always watchful, and 
our ſelves always in ſuch a ſtate as 
end you to an Pternity that may be- 
happy and not unfortunate ; let not Death. 


| ſurprize you unprovided, left that very in- 


ſtant you deſign'd for Vice, be the laſt of 


your {ſinful life, and the _ of your. pains. 


The continuance of this future Hereafter 
is uncertain, and ſhould it conduCt our gray 
hairs to the cold Tomb, its durance were 


- but a day in reſpe& of Ecernity ; 3 Fanquam dies 2. Y 


prac que preteriit, Imagine what's to 
—_ what's already paſt; and by that 
life which hitherto you have lived, 

_ at the inſtability of what's to come 
zreafter. How ſtupid then muſt that Man 
be, whoſe chiefeſt deſign is to frame a wretch- 
_ here, and ( expoſing himſelf to a 
thouſand hazzards, ) finds . himſelf with all 
his projets daſh'd in an inftant ? Oh ! were it 
not much better, and more ſecure, to labour 
for an Eternity 'of Bliſs, and ſtudying to 1n- 
creaſe your Fortune, lay the foundations of it 
in a kingdom that will laſt for ever. | 


Holy 
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Adverlſity ; -and” being ignorant of the event, 
. ſtill remain'd prepared Fx 

Job 3.25. dents 3 Fimor ' quem timebats evenit mihi, & 

quod werebar accidit, A prudent force-fight 

renders Evils lefs troubleſome, and a prepared 

Will receives Misfortunes with a greater calm- 

neſs ;_ minus jaculs' feriunt que' previdentur. 

A Will perfectly reſigned, kifleth the Rod be- 

fore it {trikes, and placeth the diſaſters of this 

life in the number of Celeſtial Favours : It is 

arm*d- by Providence againft the worſt, and 

plainly: diſcovers the hand of God-in all its 

Accidents ; - and intirely relying on Divine 

Wiſdom, leaves it ſelf to be condutted by that 

...  God,: whole Eternal Decree was the happineſs 

r Tim.2.1 Of his Creatures ; omnem homincm- vult fats 


Ulm __ 

, It doubts and fears ſtill attend the preſent 
ſtate of our Afairs, the expeQation of -our E- 
ternity-mulſt needs be anxious : none can dive 
| at once into all. the parts of his life, much leſs 

\ can he know his end. I will now ſuppoſe 
you 'good, believe you vertuous, and. defer- 

_ ving a/Celeſtial Crown for your Duty and Obe- 
| dience to your God : | But who knows the dif= 
orders that may follow a Will ſubje& to in- 
conſtancy; and a mind impatient' of com- 


7 
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conteinn the Orders of his Maker. 
EY Solomon 


- Holy Job, when moſt of all fivoured with - 
Proſperity, dreaded the-unlucky ſtrokes of 


r: the worſt of acci- | 
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mand, may at length ſpurn at Heaven, and- 
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Solomon, the Son of ſo great a Pather, the 


- miracle of Wiſdom, indowed with a Know- 


ledge from above, did lay fo glorious begin- 


- Nihgs as the World never knew, or ſhall ever 


be acquainted with ; ſtrayed at laſt out of the 
way, began a Sinful Journey, and ſuch Crimes 
he did there imbrace as gave occafion to his 
laſting Poſterity to ſuſpeCt his final end. O 
Devout Chriltians, Who are you, compared 
with this Prophet, and Son of a Prophet ? 
Tu quis es? O,never more preſume on your 


own force, but let the Admonition of the py;1.2 129 


Apoſtle | be your guide, Cum metu & tremore 
ſalutem Pte we operamini + With fear and 
em work your Salvation; Do not imi- 
tate thoſe. perſons over confident, who pro- 
miling themſelves the Joys of Heaven, do 


. day by day remit the works of Pennance ; 


and falſely think the extremity of "Time ſuf- 
ficient to redreſs the many diſorders of their 
diſturbed Conſciences. Oh ! unhappy Souls, 


- you do but vaialy imagine your Names regi- 


fter'd inthe Book of Life ; for, for all you know, 
the Sentence of an eternal Death 1s ready to 
Paſs upon you : Should you now at this very 
inſtant leave this Earthly Stage, the aſſu- 


' tance you lnve of Heaven, would, periaps, 


dwindle to a Nothing, and your big hopes 


- be fruſtrated with an unexpected and ever- 
" 'laftiog Death; The great Saint Auguſtizz was 


never ſo afflited, as when the dubzous in- 
__ D 4 quiry 


Bs : 
_ quiry of his'eternal Inheritance moleſted his 
mind ; and the defire to know, how he 
| might ftand inthe - affeQions. of his. God, 
Ecdl. 9.1. was a vexation that did perpetually torment. | 
him. Nemo -ſcit an odio" |digmes vel. amore 
ſit. The Saints themſelves lived in 
al apprehenſions ; ; and the continual A 
| | they receiv'd about their fina] Reppin, did 
5 inceſſantly diſturb their quiet. 

The Wiſe man doth frame for Moitals a 
Leſſon of Inftru&tion, from the labours of the 
Induftrious Arit, who laying up -in Summer 

/ " her. neceſlary Proviſion, dork paſs the Win- 
ter in a. greater' Plenty. . The profit -of our 
Gal. 6. 10. paſt ACtions is'but ſmall, 'if 'any ;- and if 'we 
1ntend to live for Heaven, div tewpus habenmus 
'operemur bonuns, let us work whulft wehave 
time, Caſtan Eye back andrefle& alirtle on 
Job. 1.26-the Anſwer Saint Fohn "made 'to the Priefts 
and Phariſees in this days Goſpel, medins we- 
ſtrum ftetit ques vos neſcitis; there hath ſtood 
inthe midſt ot- you one whom you know tiot. 
Conſider that God-is always preſent with'you, 
and it will be-a bridle to cutb the:irregular mo- 
tions of your evil Paſſions, and ſquaring all 
"thoſe AQtions* you ſhall then'perform ro-the 
divine Rule, ſhall adorn that with a: Redtt- 3 
.rude ſuitable totheir:Model. . . - - "i 
T-could wiſh-T was ablero parfiads you, -þtl 
thar Almighty:God' is always with you; [and Tr 
-wher ay foul T empration ach folliciroyoye yo 
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1s | ſeſ&-well-regarded heart, remember that "God 
he' | doth-look upan you ; and if ever you: intend 
d, | to be wicked, .be fo prudent in your 6wn-con- 
ne. | cerns and-for your own fake, as following the 
Fe | counſel of that great Light of the Churth, - 
u- | Saint dagv#in ; Find out ſome obſcureplace, 
ns | where you may ſecretly commit your. Crimes 
id | unſeen by Heaven': find out a Houſe 'of all 
the Town the leaſt regarded, and inthedarks 
eft hole of thatobſcureretreat, ſearch diligently 
*into all the Beds and Chairs, leaft your God 
lie there concealed; and if you can be fo fore 
[ tunateas tO ___ hid from his all _ 
Ling Eyes, | trrumphantly, commur the 
nog ceds and eſcape aunts But 
wretched Soul, if all the Manſion be full of 


{but in the very” midſt of your own Self, # 
'#n ediotu,” How dare you prefume to 
'that in his Preſence, which you would be 
aſhamed the Eyes of Man ſhould ſee ? 

© Itisnot ſufficient to abſtain fromevil Works, 


Uu, Fmedins veſtrum FHetit quem vos neſcitis ; Al- 
o- [mighty God is preſent with you, therefore /u- 
all þcerne ardentes in manibus veſtris,you muſt haye 
he Pighted Candles in your Hands ; and imitate- 


ing the prudent Virgins, your Lamps muſt be 
wecll fored with Oyles, your Deſigns muſt be 


u, - | the praftice of good Works ; and .laying upa 
1d FTrea/nre for Eternity, you muſt.endeavour by 
* your Prayers, Faſts, Almes-Deeds, and the 
———_— D 2 Lovs 


'Byes, if God: not only be'im your. Chamber, 2/115: 9: 


(a a) 
* | 'of God __—_ archaſe Paradiſe, Your good 
oo: bear :you company; and if 

t, jour Provi 5on be but ſmall, you'll have rea- 
on toapprehend an eternal Dearth. A wile 
Traveller provides 2 jaticuns preorrionghes to 
his:-Journey ; and we are all bound for the 
new World,and our abode there is to exceed the 
length of time. Let us therefore be Provident, 
and make jo good uſe of the time which. now 
is, 2s we 'may redeem the time already loſt ; 
and apioping the whole preſent to the beſt, 
advantage, we make. ſuch large and ample pro- 
viſions for the time to come, as uyoying the 
Fruits of our Labouts, through the Merits of 
our Loyd and Savimr Feſus, we may be ad- 
mitted to Praiſe and: Glorifie him for an E- 
ternity with the Saints in Heaven; which God 
of his infinite Goodneſs grant us. all. . 1» the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Gho#t. Amen. 
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